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The Wiſe Merchant, 


() R, 


7 be only Pearlof Price. 


Mat, 13. 45, 46, 
Azain,the Kingdow of Heaven is like 
unto Fi Aderchaxt-man, ſeering gooaly 
pearls : Who whes be hid foxud ene 
earl of great orice, he went and (old 


ai that he bad and bought it. 


N the World afl the talk is of 
a Rich Merchant, bur the 
Word of God commengs to 
as. the Wife Merchane, that 


Trades in Spiritual Wiſdsm,and pets 
£0 himſelf the Treaſures of the Ring- 
As: aa 


ui CG OO Ine wr I 


(2) 

4-m of h-aven, This 1s 8 wiſe Mer- 
chant ird ed. that his Trading and 
terchand:z2 + zalts him to heavenly 
wealth, Ir this chapeer we find ſuch 
2n One ; This 15 he famous Chapter of 
Parables, preached by our S4v1our, 
:t:ns out the Kingdom of heaven, 
ind orace of the Goſpel by ſeed-corn, 
WiIeir, mui: Are leed. Jeaven,hid trea- 
ſur, 2 125: 1, a draw-ner; There are 
ſeven par ables in this Sermon, which 
was preached hy Chriſt out of a Ship, 
the peovle ſtand: ng vpon the ſhore to 
hear tim. * wo of the parables are 
Proper i9r ce ell one of 2 draw-net. 
caſt into the w.4ien £9 catch fiſh, ano- 
ther ©f a Merchard iailing over Sea, 
into the Indies 70 uy Pearls and pre- 
cious ones, 1c. 21 theſe re Kingdom 
of heaven, whic i ho maitions,, 15 the 
Kingdom of heaven 5 grace , even the 
grace of the Goſpc! beiow, and rhe 
; preaching and efficacy of it, which 1s 
LO.) "" the Kingdom of heaven avove, begun 
Comment below , "and that which Þ: ings us to 
ſalvation. When Ch: iff was ready to 

be revealed in his p: caching, Works, $,& 
miracles , the Baprilt reiis the people, 

ths Kingdom of heaven i is at hand, 

Gods 


2 Ver le 


Gods heavenly Lfpcnſition of the Glr {> in 
Goſpel to the Church . makes Ur - STOR: 
Church be called heaven, As the Pro. [© 
, PÞhet calls the reftznration Vf the jo oe hs, 
Church, the planting of the h-aven;, 
and the creating of new heavens, 2530 
new carth, he preach! 3 of the word 
draws us £9 Chrilt.the cet benetir of 
that Kingdom, Rereuvon © Chrift EEE 
preſſes himſcif in the 19 verle, by toe ns 
word of the Kingdom, Ant the cakii, 1: RY 
away of tke Goſpel from the Jews, 1s EG 
_ ealfeg the taking awiy of the King- 
dom of God from thera, 
The ſeveral parables in their intents 
areto ſhew ſeveral ctieRs oi the grace 
» ' of Chriſts Goſpel: this of the pearl is 
: to ſhew the waworthinels and prect- 


» ouſneſs of Chriſt and his grace above 
bo all rhinps 1n the world, that we count 
Ce 


wortny and coſtly ; the worthielt of 
'” WP themarebut worchy to be given a- 
way to procure Cariits grace, all are 


in to be forgone , that we may get this 
F< pearl. When he faith, The Kiaporm of 
oP heaven as like a MMerchart-man,&c, ihe 
,& meanins 15 this, 4 man that I vuUid {uek | ' 
ie, Chriſt EY Nis Prace mu bake it t 20 abGuc | 
nd. IL,35 A Merchant e0es about Lis traf- 
065 | £ 2 kt ckins 
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Ecking for P:aris and precious ſtones; 
He takes great pains iN travelling to 
the places where rhey beit may be hag; 
he efes his wits and judgment to have 
thoſe are the rightett and richeſt; when 
he hath found an admirable pear] in- 
deed, the beſt he can light on, he will 
part with all he hath to purchafe ir, 
as knowing the purchaſe of 16 will be 
worth all his labour and coit, and 
brinp him in all his money he laid out 
for ic, and much more. 

Even ſo every one that would be 
partaker of Chriit, and his grace of 
the Goſpel, he muſt ſee an unprizea- 
ble excellency and worth in this hea- 
venly jewel, that he will lay our all 
pains and colt to be partaker of it;yea 
and count it the beſt bargainthatever 
he made, and that ir will make him 
far ever, though he part with the 
rreafures and pleaſures of the world, 
if be had them all,to compaſs, and ger 
paſleſt of that precious blefling,which 
will fet him up a gracious Merchane 
encarth,a glorious Merchant in hea- 
yen, 

Here 1s, 1. The kind of the commo- 
dity, merchandizing for pearls. 


2, The 


(5) 
2. The dilgence and: labour about-. 


them, and that in two things, 


1, He ſeeks them, travels by Sea 
and Land for them. 

2. He ſeeks them with kis brains, 
25 well as his pains; he ſeeketh them 
with wit and judgement ; and that 
:1n two things alſo appears, 


1. He ſeeks poodly Pearts, zx xs 
veppaeiras fair rid great Pearis; he 
contents not himfelf with having 
mean and common Commodities, he 
ſecks with choice the beſt, as judping 
the beſt beſt cheap, 

2, In ſeeking with judpement, he 
refuſes many , and with judgement 
ſighting on the belt, he knowinp the 
worth of it, he parts with all he hath, 
fo buy a rare pearl, becauſe he knows 
it will quit the colt, 

Thus 1s a wife Chriſtian ſer forth, 

I, His Trace is to deal in {piricual 
_ Merchandiſe. 

2, Diligent he muſt be, to feck with 
all labour and travel. 

3.Intellipent and Judicious he muſt 
be, to ſeek goodly Peart: ;and wiſe a- 

A 4 mong 
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6) 
mong them, to know which is clearly 
the beſt, and when be lights on Chrijt 
and his grace, to beat any coſt; give 
all his worlds comforts and wealth to 
get poſleſt of Chriſt's grace. Heis no 
wiſe Chriſtian, no Merchant for hea- 
ven, unleſs he judge Chriſt of more 
worth, then al the wealth and good 
things of this world, 

Points of Obſervation are theſe two. 

1.Chriſt and his grace is the richeſt 
Merchandize, and the moK precious 
pearl that can be had. 

2, A wiſe ſpiritual merchant will 
uſe a1] diligence, and part wich all he 
hath, to buy this pear]. 

r.For the firſt Podrine , the prect- 
ouſtieſs of Thriſt & hjs grace, we ſhall 
veit know by asking at the preac Jew- 
cilers ſhop, the Scriptures, what is the 
worth of it:hear what God hath pro- 


Mgr, 3.17 nounced of Chriſt from heaven. T bs: z; 


my wel-beloyed Son, in whow 1 am well 
pleaſed, Here 1s. the vertue of this 
commodity, it carries with it this oc- 
cvit quality,rtbat it wp thoſe that 
dear 1t,, ro poll:{s the good will apd 
pleaſure of God. Whoever carries 
Chriſt in their kearr, they have Phil- 
irzm ens; by him they may give 

/ J x - dj Bod 


Chriitis precious . for ie is a Kone E- 


God x love. pot? n when they plenſe] 
he canyot but love them, and de- 
Iigh: in 5h-m, A* the thie f acob was 
baun up 1. th: life of Berjamin, ſo 
the heart of God 1s bound in Chriſt 
and his grace;they both conftantly go 
to one volomn, God: heart incloſed in 
the hea t ofa gracious man,is a pearl 
indecd. to which all the pearls in the 
world are bur a« Cockle-ſhels, and 
check-ſtones They ſay,the excellency 
of pearls is in their greatneſs and fair- 
neſs:how excellent then muſt this pearl 
be? of whom it is ſaid in the Word, he 
2s white and rnddy, the chiefefs among ven 
thouſand : that is, there is nobeauty 
and excellenty to that of Chriſts, The 
Farther is enamoured with looking 
upon him; the Anpels blifs 1s in be- 
holding him; and the Szints that have Plal.34-2. 
tafted of the prace of Chriſt, the 
mouths of their ſouls, are put eut of 
taite to all other things : and to con- 
clude, 1f1t were put to their choice, 
they had rather havethe leaſt meaſure 
of his grace & peace,then all the rich- 
es of the known and arkrown world, 
& be {til ſtrangers to h1m:ro this pur- 
poſe,ſaich Peter,ro them thar velieve, 
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let of God, and precious to God: FT 
ſhall ſpeak a lirtle,but not lead into a 
large diſcourſe of pearls, and their 
nature. T hey are foynd in a ſhell-fiſh like 
an Oyſter ; they are ove of the preciouſeſt 
ard coſtlieſt Commodities in the world; 
vanity of men aud women, aff ectedly dot- 
517 ox them, hath made them them ſo, on- 
ly to hang at the ear and adorn the weck 
Non fatis pphich made the ſober Heathen complain 
ah that they wore them not only fingle in 
rang IIA their ears in his time, bat they had joyn- 
ceat,niti ed many together at their ears, one hang - 
biniac i1rg pow avorber, And the madreſs of 
terna PI waWer, ſaid be, had vor (ubauea men e- 
Coaulic 0:00 to their humot!rs , weleſs FIyo or 
ribus pe- three Patrimonies dia hang down at e- 
pendille- therear, Cleopatra the Famous Vneen 
ur, SENEC: gr Curteran had two pearls at ber 
L908 DES ears, reckoned worth fifty milluns of fil- 
Pin Nat. Ter. © ine of thoſe, at a ſupper ſhe took 
Bilt 1.9. from her car, and put it in vinegar to 
cap 35- difſolveit , and then drank it of to her 
. wanton Lover Mack Anthory, that ſhe 
Slim PITht wis the wager , to make a coſilier 
ad Panci- S:pper then his, She wor!d have pluckt 
lar. p. 1. the other away too, for him to drink it bu 
they {ſaved it , as being the faireſt pearl 
in the world, A cofily draught, at thirty 
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(9) 
millions, Adirrt net thu bave relieved ſo 
any millions of poor being fold, and the 
price diſtributed amozg ft them? Not only 
was thu Heathen vain but many Ehriſti= 
an Gentlewomen pride tremſelves 07 
WeATING #9437 Io tens at their ears.and 
rccks, which would well relicve all the 
foor in their pariſh for (ome time, 

But thoſe paſs over, to lee a more 
prizeable iufre inih: Grace of Chri}, | 
unto which all pearls are but dung 
and excrements, . This' we ſhall now {; 
endeavour £0 ſhew , the ſuper-excel- \; 
lency of this one ſpiritual pearl, || 
Chriſt and his Grace, 


| 
Chrit1s God's pearl,lies in the bo- | 
{ome of the Father, be is his Vzic, & [chr.r9 | 
Vnigenitzes, the only one, and only be- Job.1.,6. 
gotren of the Father,and which no 0- | 
ther pearls know or have, he is full of | 
grace and truth. | 
There 15 no trading in ar acl 7 ur Gon?a”. | 
the South-Sea, and Iſland of pearls, Fernave. 
(where the excelieateit natural pearls Oi9%*- 

of the worid are to begot)can procure, 
this Chriſt and his grace, This is the /T5 Te 
great pgifr of God alone, brought up jog | 
itrom the bottom of the preart Sea of 1. 15. | 
11s | 


PT 
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— (10) 
Rom. 9.16 his fatherly heart, to beſtow upon the 


Eph. 2.8, 1gft world, Heaven, E=rth, and Sea 


ſay,it 1s not to be had from us,but on- 
ly from God as a father,Nor is it the 
gift of any mans induſtry, not of him 
that willeth or runneth, nor of any 
mans wit and wiſdom , bat only the 
donative of Gods great free love, 
Lapillusin Pearls arc bat the gifts of the Sexs 
pſa oftrei ſuperfſuity ; ſome ſay they breed by 
on " Thunders and ſhowers; others think, 
6 however they breed, they Are 3 diſeaſe 
lerin ſy. 18 The ſhell-fiſh,as the little ſweliings 
ills. in Swine, Sure they brecd in mea and 
Arhenevs. women 3 difeafe of prodigality,to p-y 
=p fo coſtly for them; of vanity, to tec 
E proud of ther, But the grace of Chriſt 
is a thing of abſolute perfe&ion, the 
ſoverzipn help to ſpiritaal heaith,and 
curing all our foals diſeaſes ; yea, 1t 
Sives us the way and walk rocternal 
life, Aman may live long,and bea vye- 
ry happy man , and yct never ſce 2 
pearl, nor know waat 1t means, But 
without intereſt in Chriſt, man 1s 
worſethen a beaſt for his end;without 
reiationto Chriſt, Angels are Devil, 
aad damned f{ptrzts: we have no ſound 
comfort on exrth, no hopes of mr 
| ut 
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—— — 


Chriſt, you ſhall dye in your fins, If a 
Merchant had traded all his life for 
gold and pearls, and had engroſed to 
himſelf the chief riches of the Tz4:es, 
yet if he know not Chrifl here, Chrift 


will never know him kereafter,Riches 2 Per: :: 
arenot the key , but Chriſt and his 16:L1,122 
Srace,tOgive us an abundant cftrance? 


into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour. For we were not, 
nor could not be redeemed with cor- 
ruptible ſilver nor gold; no nor with 
pearls, but with the precious blood of 
Jeſus Chrift,a Lamb unſpotted, All the 
pezr}s 1n the world , brought to one 


heap, could not redeem half of a Sca- 


vingers ſonl, or Scullions, or meancſt 
begars.In Jeſus Chriſt are hid all trea- 
ſures,a1l pearls are in him, There are 4 


precious pearls found in Chriſt, He x Cor: x. 
15 made unto us of God,wiſdom,righ- 3*: 


teouſneſs, ſanQification, and redem- 
pcion, The leaſt of theſe is better chen 
21] the giory of the world, & whatever 

hes Bodo Re 


Pet. $1. 
0... 
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(12) 
the Devil Pagenarted by ſhew, 
i. To Chriſt, for Wiſdom. Chrif 


and his grace 1s the book of Gods con- 
tinual ſtudy and meditation, God ne. 
ver any way ſomuch vented his wif- 
dom, as by fending Chriſt :nto the 
World, to ſave man by his grace 
and merit, This grace of che Goſpel, 
in the very Do&rine of 1t 13 called the 
manifold wiſdom of God: Yea, Chrijit 
is made the wiſdom of the Saints, he 
makes them wife with the wiſdom 
'of Gad, and they are called rhe chil- 
Mat, iz, dren of wiſdom, All the wile men 
25. and great heads in the worid,are fools 
x Cor. 1. without Chrilt ; and Chriſts fools are 
Poaign wiſer then the Worlds Doctors, For 
; the fooliſhneſs of God, 1s wiſer then 
the wiſdom of men: Wiſdom is berrer 
Merchandize then thar of pearls and 
rudies; and the wiſdom of Chritt a- 
bore all wiidoms. 
He is made our Righteouſneſs; 
Vi:re Chriſt and his Grace goes, 


k-iednſnefs goes, To acquit a MA- 


Epþ. 3.10. 


Ir a7 the bar , is betrer then to 
£2: 4. 2earl, Weare condemned 
4: 6 544 of Ged*s Jultice, Jefus 
\S 


13 


(19) -- 
his blood upon us,the judge preſently 
pronounces, a5 Pilate of Chriſt, I tind 


_nefaultin them, Iſee no {in in them, 


for my Son Jeſus bath juſtified them, 
they have bis righteouſneſs, and they 
are righteouſneſs. | 
Sanitification, Chriſt's Grace ſanQi- 
Res and cleanſes our polluted natures, 
Sives us his ſpirit, and makes us holy 
as he 1s holy. 
He is our Redemption, and what a 
precious thing is this ? When I ſhould 
dye, and have my dye to be conderan- 
ed, Chrift comes znd faithto me , as | 
Rebecca to acob,thy curſe be upon me Gen. 27. 
my Son. Poor (inner, lay upon me ai} 7 +: 
Suilt,calt thy fans upon me,[l'le anſwer THY $3- 
for them : I have born thy finsin my. 
ſoul and body upon the tree, © Righ- 
teous Father, did not I ſuffer ail that 
vas due to theſe finners, and unrigh- 
theous ones ? I have ſatisfied thee for 
them. let theſe go free. It is both mer - 
cies & juſtices plea, that theſe ſhould 
not ſuffer, and Iſuffer too, Let the 
dedtors live, becayfe the ſurety dyed, .___ 
for ther, Paxl wou'd have it hung as pa gi ay 
an Orient Pcarl abour the neck of all Rom. $.1. 
dclievers there i nocondymnstion to thens ® Thel. 1. 
| | ee” YL - 


Fernelins. 
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('4 
that are iz Chriff Teſus : for Jeſus delis 
vereth us from the wrath to come. The 
Apothecaries have a g50d receipt caJ- 
led Diamwargariton, made of pearls and 
other p: ecious things , for he'p and 
comfort in bodiiy difeaſcsz but no 
peari,ſave the only peari,the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt , his grace can heal us of 
the burning Feaver by th: gail of fin; 
ſcorching the Conlcience with the 
zpprekenlion of 1t,or remove theieaſt 


part of qur deſerved Carſ:z, 


Chriſt mutt needs be precious ; for 
whatever we have fr1:i tim, or is in 


Quicquid relation to him, is 2:ecious. Whatever 


calcaverit 
tic roſz 


fier perfi- 
usa pert. I, 


plal.68,13; 


this pear] touches, 1s rurned into 
pearls, [he Goſpel is precions,becaufe 
It is the giad tydings of faivation by a 


biefſed Saviour, The promiſes of Chriſt 


are exceeding gracious and precious 


promiſes. The faith of heiievers, yea, 
the leaſt ſpark of Faith is very Preci- 
ous, I: Chrik be got into the ſoul, 
though like 2 Kitchen: boy thou lieft 


among the pot<« neyer ſopoor,yet thou 
2rt 2 preciovs {oul in the Lords eye, 


and beautiful in his (fight, a$a fair 
Dove coveredwith liter, and her fer- 


£hers with yellow gold, They ſhail be 


mine 


——— _—_ 


-_ 


(i) ' 


mine, {3ith the Lord, in the day that I 1,1 3.15, 

: make up my Jewels, Bea belicver,and Eſky ; ;.4. 

- thy very blood ig preci.-us,and thy life,” 

| Since thou walt precious in my light, 

4 thouart alſo honourable, Thy death 

Q 15 precious, Let an holy bettever dye as 

f rhe Lordwill, in beggery, water. fire, 

f Martyrdom, any way of tormenrs, yer 

1; right precious in the fighr of rhe Lord, Pal. 116. 

c 15 the death of his Sain ts, "hy tel -s,thy IS. 

it prayers are preciou:, if they ſavour of | 
faichin Chriſt,and lovers Ch-iſt;God | 

'r hath a bottle fer the precious water of | 

{1 Saints tears, Yex,at the aft day,when 


er all che gold and pearls in the Warld Fial.;6.$! 
to ſhall loſe their glittering, and be quite 

fe outof requeſt, for riches profit nor in 

' 2 the day of wrath, faith in Chrift will | 
iſt get anentrance inco the Kingdom of | 
us heaven, And thus the ſervants of Chrit 
a, fromlivinp amongſt pearls of grace,cnd 
ci= in an endlefs poſl:flivn of pear]s of | 
ul, glory in Heaves: where by an aJegory | 
eft adoutrich & glorious things on earch _ | 
08 the Kingdom of Heaven and new 7e- _ _ _ 
ye, rhſalem is ſaid to have twelve gates, © 365 
air which arc twelve pezrls,cvery ſeveral 
ca= gate of onepearl., Thus I have endea- 

be vourcd to ſhew you the excellency of 
ing | j — this 


Zeph.11d 


Us] 


—* py rang, wy — 


1 

this Merchandiſe in pearls, how far 

this kind exceeds all other, for there is 

valiety of pearls, 

\ 1, Thereisthepearlin the eye, that 

is 29 inhrmity., | : 
2, There is thepearlin the ear,and 

that is a vanity, 


© 


| 3. There ix a pearl inthehead, and 


- that i« knowiedge with curioſity, 


Joh.19.3. 
x Cor.2.1 


_ 


DoQ, 3, 


4. There 1s a pearl of the Court ; 
that is Z/amas pearl, honour and dig- 
nity, LE 

: There is the Pezrl of the World, 
that i: a= heavy and maſhe one, weajth 
and riches. - - 

6. But the pear! of Chriſt and his 
Srace is the peerleſs pearl. A man may 
periſh with al! the other, but this is a 
pear} to Saivation, to know Jeſus 
Chriſt crucified, this 1s @ pearl in this 
worid , 2+.d in the world to come too, 
Give me that pear!, which will be x 
pear! indeed ar the day of judgement, 


A wiſe ſpiritual merckant..will uſe 
ll diligence and induſtry to find , and 
then p-:© with all he bath ro buy this 
pear!, Chriit and his grace,- Let me 
then ſpeak £0 all that hear me this day, 

7 ey 


(17) 
exhortinp them in the words of the A- 


poltie , Brethren yor ſee jour Calling, x Cort: 
DO follo) w Jozr Caiiing. Weare ail Mer- 26, 

« py ac /eaft protef S OUC (elves to be 

Peari- Me chints:!fet us tend our trade, 

and purſue it, each one labouring ry 

find and to be found in Ch:1it Teſus , 

and by his grace pet interelt in his 

Kingdom. Give 4/ ailigerce, {31th the 2 Per.5-16 

Apoſte (nor ſome, bur ail the diligence 

y ou can pallthly ) to make your C. ling 

and Eletion ſure, Logk that fir the Mars 33. 

Kingdom of God be ſought, and the 

Rightcouſn:fs thereof, and hen all 0- 

ther things ſhall be added unro you, It 

ſhould be the firlt and chief part of all 

our care and [abour , the £:i{t of all 

our thoughts and counſels,to compals 

ir, Our Sxviour lays load upon tis; 1 
3. 

daty, todo it earneitly : : ftrive ro enter — 

in at the ftrait gate, Thelazy Mcrchant 

that rives nor, thrives not in the beſt 

pearls; the indifferent Chriitian doth 

little or nothingro count on, It is the 

known price of the market of Chriſt 

that we muſt forſake ail to follow him, 

and then all neceſſary and comfortab: C 

g00d thall follow us, Sect your affeTFions Col, 

0% things which are above, Wcie ue 

| B 2 10s 
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OO 
&ions are ſet, aQions will be fet too, 
ARions are but works in cold jron 
without affeR ions; the heart and will 
earneſtly joyr.ed, make it Slowing ard 
red-hot iron, which makes quicker 
WOrk, | | 
Real. 1. A Reaſon may be drawn from Rez- 
ſon it ſelf, Thar there is no ordinary 
5004 thing upon earth of any value can 
be got, bur prudence and diligence 
muſt be laid ovt ift acquiring it,or elſe 
we may £0 Without it. Difkculry 1s a 
retainer to all excclient things, and 
Labour is 4 daily ſervant to Difhculty, 
1 Cor. 9. No man can win a race and the wager, 
but he mutt go wifely and earneſtly a- 
Yie api: bout it, though whar ke gets be but a 
rol 39, corruptible crown of parſley or ſmal- 
ron lage, Negligence and idlepeſs cloaths 
Jiexarem A man with raps of diſappointment 
hominum and diſcredit, We pet no ſweet, but ic 
natura muſt be wathe firſt in ſweat and labour 
ſine *250- for ir. Pears call men or their FaRors 
Tc percipit Sk ; 
a Theo. £0 Foto the 7raze; to trade for them, 
dorer, ge LO Compais Sea and Tand, And muſt 
provident not heavenly grace and ſpiritual bleſ- 
>cIm. 9 {ings challenge labour muck more , 2s 
JVB- f- their worth and excel] ? 
fol. 6.27, ; by; ency 1s More : 
Chr1$ and his grace are counted poor 


[1 
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(19) 
2nd mean things, if they may not be 
judged worthy of our laying Out 2s 
much labour ſer them, as we lay on 
for wealth that ruſterh, and Meat hit at 
RO 
, Look weat the Jabour and d:i:- 
qohes of wicked men, how earneſt, ho1 
painfal, how vigilant rhey are, how 
they travel and toll all chetr life IMG 
weary themſelves in wickedneſs. to be 7 79» 
as linful as they canbe, What 15 thc 
pearl they ſeek ro purchaſe 2 The 1:4; 
pearl of the Kingdom of Hell, With Chi. ad. 
great pains they 2hour r0 cet everiaſt- 
ins pains. O that we could but txxe 
an hin: from the em, and ſay, They bear 
their brains, fpare no P31ns,to im with 
the moit, and the end of cheic work 15 
Lye wapes of death: 1s there not better 
rexon 30d encouragement, that we 
ſhould take as much pa1ns for grace 
and eternal life? They miche £9 to 
Heil more cally, and not ſo lat OUT ION 
eternul [abour and ſorrow. They ' Bir of et Ln 
not ule v10Jence to take the Ki: CAL 
of Hell, it were beit.r the Kin Sdo.; 
of Heaven ſuitered Violence, and £120 
we fought and: took 1t with an hoiy 
force, Satan js brought in by Ciprt 
B J | DL. - 
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(WF. 
bragoing of his ſervants diligence in 
ſerving him,thar the Saints of Heaven 
may be aſhamed and bluſh , to be fo 
cold and numb in Chrifts ſer vice,when 
the ſervants of hell arc hot and ſweat- 
ins for it, J<it net a ſhame that 7x42; 
ſhould watch and wake,and Peter {ieep? 
1. Satan comes in with his wicked crew 
before Chritt and his Saints thus brag- 
ins and inſulting over them, I, O 
Chrilt, faith he, for theſe thou ſeeit 
with me, neither endured fmiting , or 
whips,or {courges, | ſfutiered no croſ- 
ſes ſhed no blood tor the em,nor redeem- 
ed my fanity with the price of m 
paſſion, Nor do I premiſe them an hea- 
venly Kingdom, nor reſtoring them dy 
IAmo ortaliry, call taem back ag2:n to 
paradiſe;:I have no great and precious 
rcwards of glory to give them, nd 
vet they lay out a!l kind of colt for me, 
ipend-and tci] their goods and eitares 
to lerve me, and fuffer any reproaches 
oc ſcorns for my fake t Tos tales ma- 
aerarios Cori fre aemeuſtra,C 'E; Shew me 
roz, O Chrilt, if thou canit, which of 
thine, the richeſt of them , will be ar 
ſucit Cot for thee and thy ſervice ? 
That a fad thing is this, that weſee 
at many 


(21) 
many wicked men fail with an ea:nz|- 
er and ſpeedier courſe to hell and dam- 


nation, than we are willing ro do tor 


Heaven and ſalvation ? | 

3. Conkider the promiſe, if xo t567, 
Pains for this pearl, and labo1 + tor the . 
Kingdom of Heaven , we are promiſed 
our {abozr ſhall not be in vaininthe Lord. 
Take ſome other Scriptures to ihew the 
ſucceſs of ſanified diligence ; rhe 
Lord makes him ready to be tound of 
thoſe that ſeek h2 -artily and diligently. 
And you fhall ſeek me and fird me, 
when you ſearch for me with 3} your * 
heart, If thoy cryeft after kaawledge , 
and lifteſt up thy voice for widerſtand- | 
ing ? If thou (eekeft her as filver , and prov 2. 3, 
ſercheſt for her as hid treaſures, ther. 4,5. 
ſhalt thou underſtand the PR of the Lord, 
ard find the Knowleage of God. The Lord Hieb.11.6 
i a rewarder of ſach as diligently ſeek 


_ 


nba 


Ter.29.13, 


_ kim, If we ſeek wiſely by judgement 


of the Word, and labonr dilig-vtly ra 

obtain the grace of Chrilt , Chrifts 

heart Jabours to give his precious 

grace and peace t9 the laborious ſau!; 

which is excellently expreſſed by VV .3- + 
UATRED, God ts a thirſt to be thirfted af- wa _ 
7e7, If we by the grace of Gog, ſanci- tian, 


"A > Tying,” 
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fying find diligence, by an higher a& 
of prace he ſhall find the pearl bring 
in a glorious Tecompence. 
ay we not here ſee the foolifh and 
unwiſe manaping of our ſpiritual cal- 
line, be aſhamed of it, and humbled 
far ic? What ſhall we call thoſe Chri- 
{{1ans char ſpend their (trengrd, time, 
part«, wits, in ſeeking tae things of 
the worid, andnot theſe goodly pearls, 
and this precious one,worth more then 
21) the wo-Iid ? He ſhonld be a foolith 
Merchant, that would go beyond Sea 
with a 5:eat deal of pains and coſt, 
and 16tead of rich Commodities, bring 
home his thip after ſome years, laden 
with ſhels and feathers inſtead of gold 
and pearls, which ac the ſame coſt he 
might have had, Such is the folly of us 
unwiſc ſouls, and unſound Chrifhans, 
we Voyage out the rime of this life, to. 
fill cur pactes, to fil oar ſhops, our 
ware-houſes, to get tie pleaſures and 
profts of this wo:id , and neglet to 
buy the held of ſalvation, wherein the 
prime treaſure 1s hid, 
Alas Brethren,ifwe gain riches and 
1gheritance for this world , and get 
Fort the ſaving knowledge of Jetus 


MF | fl, 
'S IIFLIL 


(23) 

Chriſt for hope and ſalvation in ano- 
ther worid, We may be Merchants, 
but not wiſe ones, we have pedled 1n 
Feathers, 2nd have not driven thar 
rich Trade of pearls, which would 
make us for evec. It js ſet forth as a 
principal folly ard dotzge of the 
bealtiy Reman Prince Helicgabilus , El. Lam! 
that he cautcd his Courtiers to po prid.in vir 
round about, and thorow Romes Ci- Ant-Heli- 
ty to ſeek Spiders, and when they had a 
Sathered ten thouſand pounds weighr 
of them , and their webs, he ſaid, By 
this you may gather and underſtand 
how great the City of Rome 1s. And 
will not this be as arch a madzefs for Aranto- 
us, to ſpend our days and ſtrength in 7 O- 
eathering the Spiders webs of periſh- ootmagg 
ing,and 1f not well antidoted, of foul- 
poyſoning earthly riches, and to dye 
without Chriſt and his grace? He Jov.$ 14; 
builds the houſe of his hopes very 
weakly, waoſe beams are fo ſlender as 
thoſe of 2 Spiders houſe, which is very Iſa. $9.5: 
fceble Carpentry; and fo are all rhe 
hopes & cenhdence in earthly things. 
{O chat we did not fall many, n2y mo{t 
of us, under the Prophets laſh, that we 
i2y our yur lsbour, nay like Spiders 

| [Pin 
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Ifa. 55.2. ſpin out our bowels, ſpend our money, 


Grenpth, and time, for that which is 
not bread,and for that which ſatisfieth 
not; for that which is not pearl, and 
enricheth nor, Well were it, if we 
would take our ſouls alide ſometimes, 
and ſoundly chide racm thus, O my 
foul, what ts it thou ſweateft, ſorroweff, 
figbeſt, Iaboureſt for all thy days? why 
deft tho thus laborr for meat that 
periſherh ? Why aeft thon not rather 
advance thy Traae in pearls , fecking to 
know Jeſns Chriſt, and to be known of 
him ? Why aoft thog ſpend and ſpif thy 
ſpirit abont wanity , and break thy ſoul 
with that which is bat wexation of ſpi- 
rit ? 


Uſe 2, May we not ſuſpet and 
blarne {ach ill Merchanting as this? 
raat I may come neerer your particu- 
lar fociety and calling ; Some among 
you are ſent beyend Sea, to Trathick 
there, and carry out goodly pearls, 
Ingeruity, Modelty, Temperance, P1- 
ery , the fruirs of God's bleſſing upon 
their Parents care in good education; 
and Irafticking in other Countries, 
by barter, they bring hom? nothing 

, but 
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but the Atheiſr _ I-itemperance, &c, 
= vices of the Country they :rided 
. and ſo buy up, a*d brinp home 
all the worſt Cormoditics, andre- 
fuſe Ware, ' Ihe dangerouſeſt drive 
ing of your Trade, is this, to g9out 


of the Country chalt, wolerate, tems 


perate, honeſt, bumble. adicted to the 
good things of Chriſtian Religion in 
the belt way of Reformation, and after 
they have faRonred a while,to return 
back apain with a curſed exchange, 
{xder. with the atheiſm of [raly, poy- 
ſoned with the Popcry and policy of 
Spain, thz falhions and lightneſs of 
Fraxce , the drunkenneſs and high 
intemperance of High and Low Datch, 
and the Jooſe and unclean hearts of 
ſuch as (et lighc by God and the 
Golpel. This may truly put into 
their mouths, the words of Naem:, 
1 went ozt full,aud the Lord hath brought Ruth 
me home ao ain empty : | carried our EY 
Svodly pearls, and I have brought 
home baſe Ea I carried out the 
Gefpeis favour , and knowledge of 
Chriſt, and now to Parents, Fricnds, 
Mafter, , I give 3 rank ſavour of Eoypri- 
ay Onions and Leeks, of: Maſs and 
- ; SUpcr- 


Queſt, 


(26) R 
Superſtitions, This is to play the 
mad Merchant indeed, to ſcape ſhip- 
wrack by Sea,and willingiy to be ſoul- 
wrackt by Land, making away the 
pearl of true Religion, and Chriſtian 
manners, to eminent danper of rhe 
ſoul, loſs of time, expence of port1- 
en, grieving of loving malters, break- 
ing hearts of render and careful P4- 
rents, 2nd diſcrediting the Goſpei.,Lee 
thoſe are yet freed fromfailino into. 
theſe pgulfs cake heed, and by prayer 
to God,ind care xeep themſelves :n rhe 
ways of Chritt and che rcuch, labour- 
ins what cver other things taey do, to 
brine home pearls and precious Mer- 
chandiſe, the knowledge and faith in 


Jefus Chrilt, improved and increaſed, 


Uſe 3, We ſhall now come to the 
main ſtream of tne DoQrine, where 
the initruqion and exhorcation reach- 
e5 to this, not only to uſe all diltigeace 
in ſeeking goodiy pearls ; but having 
found the beſt , to fell all chat we have 
to bay 1t,. _” 

A man may fay, dat may Carift and 
his grace be bought ? May we have 
them for buying 2 as if we could give 

1 


(27) | 


4 full penny for 2 perny-worth ? 


No, we can never part with enough Anſw. 13 


for Chriſts ſake, nor £1ve his graces 


worth. Chriſt buys us, for we are! £0: *- 


boz-ght with a price ; but we cannot buy 
him, 

2, This Word buyies , is only put 
in 35 4 Lace ſuitable ro the Cioth of 
the Parab'e, bar 15 not in che fulneſs of 
the word of the ſabſtance of the ara- 

'e; as 4 Lace 1s not of the ſubitan- 
tials of the cloth or garment. Here 1s 
mention of Merthants, that live of 
buying and ſelling, and bartering dy 
exchanse,or like valued commodities, 
and therefore buying and ſelling 15 put 
in, If all the Angels ſhould rurn Mer- 
chants, and pur their ſtocks of riches 
2nd duties together , they could not 
Sive that which is the worth of the 
leaſt grace of Chriſt, nor buy ths 
meaneſt degree of ſalvation, In 3 p3- 
rad'e all things are not to be ſtretched 
to the length, but one main thing 1s 
minded as the full ſcope of it, the reit 
are but emblems and ornaments, and 


arenot earneſtly litterally to be urged, Maldonss 


Inſtead of buying, we have God's irce 


TRY nG& 
giving, whether it be bread, or Water 51, 5, 


2: 


Pl 


6. 


of REY. 22; 


28, 


Js. 


Mark. 10, denying oue ſelves, parting with all 


7" 5 
of life. If there de Gods pivins, there 
is an excivli nof all oar buying ; and 


If it be called buying, ir is very 1m- 


proper a d {trange buying ; tor it is 
without money and without frice, It we 
thirſt earnelily for it, 1t thall be ours, 
and we have benefit of it, as if we fad 
bought it, This 1s our comiort, if we 
thirſt, come, lonp, iabour, care for, 
and earneſtly ſeek Tefus © hrifl, and his 
Spirit of g: ace , Gods good will and 
heart is fo ninch bent ro fuch holy 
ſouls, that they ſhall have the grace 
ſought and delired , as if they had 
bought it, and giventhe worth for 11, 
when indeed they pay nothing but our 
of Gods own Mint, his thirſting grace 
for his ſancifying and ſarisfying 


£race,they ſeek by a lefs degree,tor an 


higher degree. 
3. This ſelling of all he hath , 1s not 
to betaken of meer ſelling , bur with 


or any thing in the world we have, 
which would hinder us of Chriſt and 
his denefits : And this parting with all 
LHIngs , 1s NOT as abargiin , to give 
one thing of value {or another, that 
the ſeller may ger ſomething by ir, for 

: viDen 


(29) 


I 


when we part with all for Chriſt] we pſal. 59 


give nothing to God to ificreaſe his 12: 
wealth : andif we part with our (ins 


and luſts, it 1s plain we pive no wor- 
thy, nor deiirable thing to God, bee 


that which he would have made away 


and mortified. So that doing theſe 
things 15 not the way of worthineſs, 
but the way of fitneſs , through Gods 
fiting grace, and accepting of his own 
fiting. | 

Now for the performance of this 
Chrifian Merchant-like duty ,we muſt 
fall under the pewer of theſe two gra- 
cious preparatives,before ever we can 
come to digeſt directions, and yield to 
the inſtruQions to a according]y, 

[ ſhall firſt propoung the two neceſ- 
ſary preparatives, and then come to 
the directive part for the managing ef 
this pearl-marker. | 

Two things muſt be done \, ere ever 
we will ſet abour this coſtly obtaining 
of Chriſt ,and doing any thing for him, 


and his ſaving grace, 


I. . We.mult be convinced of the re- 
ceſfity of this pearl, elſe we ſhall ne- 
ver do any matter of reckoning t0 
procure it, Tell a merchant of 3 com- 

RS modity 


— 


% 


nn OTE” 
modity is worth his baying , but will 
colt a great deal , unleſs he can ſee he 
has preatneedof it, and that he can- 
not well be without it, he will ſay, 
Let them buy ir that will I care not 
for it, I will not give ſo much for it, 
I can profit as well by other commodt- 
ties,l donot count it ſuch x bargain as 
you think; But when he lights on 
a Birpain , concerning which he lyes 
under an evicion,that it 15 moſt gain- 
ful, and he has prear:need of it, then 
he 1ays dut all he hath; he borrows of 
others all he can to make up the 
fum : he faith T muſt have it whac 
ever it coſt me, though T run into debe 
for ſome time; this will make me x 
man, this will make mea Merchanc 
2nd ſomebody as well as others, In 
like ſorr it is in our ſpiritual com- 
merce, we muſt }abour to be convinced 
of the abſolvte neceſlicy of Chriſt, 
and his renewing: grace, reconciling 
grace, we mult ſeek ro pet our eyes 
opened to ſee our loſt nature ; that we 
are wretched creatures without Chriſt, 
Or elfe we ſhall be but cold and indif- 
ferent Chapmen ; be very 'Foals in 
this Market, having a Price in our 
hands 


7 

hands to get this prize of wifdom,and Prey c-: 
yethaveno heart co1t, Olabourwith is. 
the God of heaven, to open your eyes 
with 2 beam oi ſpiritual light; to en- 
lighten you,and convince you of natu- 
ral darkneſs, ſpiritsal.he{lith dar kneſs 
in the jou), ana iloſtneſs withour Ci - i» 
that wichout his grace vitig vou,ace 
cepting you, refewing you,ps don.ng 
and dwelling in you, you arz un- 
done fouls, broken Merchants brok-. 
en in your Souls ard Confciunces #25 
in this life , broken members in the vet at 
Church oa earth , broken for the werchan:s 
worid OCGMI; [33 n&Cupc Tary atl elers merchants 
nity, and baniihe from 01+ Staple in & Tere 
Heaven, It is thebice of ditter hun- Tor 
ger, that makes us the better bire of 
dread, Unleſs that which Chritt (aid, 
you fee, that without him you Can ae 80> jv. 
26379 ," You Will not do any great 
matters in ſceking him, It is preiling 
neceſlity that opens the purſe, opens 
the heart to leok after rh ings re have 
need of, Tr is necefiity tha raifes the 
price of a thing, and raiſes the ſpirit 
3;fer if, In thar to Laedicea given Our 
by Clrit, he offe:s his Merchandiſe to 
"8 {o!d, Gold cryed in the Gre, becauſe 

; "il ela 
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"e xd Lime, 


ties, what they are 


Chriſt, and ſeek Ch 
worth, feek him in a loling way, never 
nor part with much for 
him, To the 1 woran of Sychar Our Sa- 
- viour 141d, Tf evor hroweft the gift of 
God, ard who it is that faith wnto thee, 
Give me $9 drink tho Ls have ached 
cf him, and he world | 
v1ig water , If we be n0t well poſſcſt 0! 
the admirable worch of Gods of! 
of grace, Curitt an4 his bengfirs, we 


iwear for it , 


32. he is naked, and <; e- LG to 2anoint 

the eyes, that ſhe ma ez, This of eye- 
ye: it iSinorder 
pf. £ grit and chick, 
blicd » me: chant, 2 dark ſou),what can 
ſ:ch an one do to juige of Commodi- 
ang what they are 
worth ? how can they judge of go'd 
and white raiment, utteſs they ſee na- 
kedneſs and poverty ; and that muft be. 
firſt by the anointing of the 
=_ them ? 


A 


es 9 Q- 


2. He muſt be convinees of the Dre. 
Ciouſnels and excellency 
all abbr, for body , ſoul, calling, 
, tÞh- life. life to cowe, to fill up” 

eiſe he may coldly | >rofels. 
rift as nothing! 


erace for 


ives thee t:- 


will | 


q 


— 
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int yiit nat ſo Os gt heartily a5k for 
ye- him, and pray for him. 
der There mutt be ſome raiſing of the 
A heart and affe&tions to love Chriſt by 
can the light of judgemeAr, as being U1ſ- 
dd1- covered to be the r2a!,excellent, neceſ- 
are ſzry ching for union te the ſoul, clſe 
poid we ſhall {tand ide in the market-pace 
ra- alltheday long, and it fhall Rand in 
it be the Market 25 a Commodity that 1s | 
0 ©- paſſed by, and not well looked at. | Þ|K 
Being gone thus far in preparation, 
xn ſmall bidding will bring an hungry | 
pre- man to move and ezt. What wpu't now | 
e for be done to get tis pear! : [ (hall give 
ng, aimto it by theſe few and pain directl- | 


r— 
= 
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11 up one, 


ofels 1, & Chriſtian muft part with , and ww 
thing give away himſeiffor Chriſt, Self na- | 
nevel turaily denies and diltances Chrilt, | 
ch for; therefore ſpiritually we muſt deny var | 
r 97-' ſelves, and follow Chrift, Self-love 15 _ 

rift ) the wall of partitio# betwixt Chriſt and Me'd16.24 | 
> thee, us, rhat muſt be thrown down, thit | 
 ached we may come to him. Abrabam aid 
hee &- ro therich man, poor enongh 1 hel, 
ſleft 00 There 75 & great Grlph fixed between 76 I uke 15, 
s gift aud Foy, fo that they which woit'a [4/5 Ps 
its, earot, We muſt get an ho'y r1dgance | 
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bf onr natural ſelf, which is an unpaCe 
ſable gulf , and hindres us {rom c9- 
ming to.and cloling with Chriſt, tih ir 
be removed, We muſt deny all our 
own righteouſneſs, worthineſs, parts, 
natural and acquired abilities , and 
count them all nothing, forſake clet- 
ving and ruſting to any thing , tore» 
ceive Chriſt. As in Fhyſical Receipts, 
we 2:e adviſed to take rhem upon an | 
empty fiomack : ſo Chriſt is rot right- 


ly received of any, but naked and em- | 


Pty ſouls; he brings thac with him, 
which is pure fujneſs, and cloathing. 
Till a wan be emptied, he 15 not fic ro 
be filled at Chriſts Fountain : there 
muft be feif-pourins out , that there 
may be Chriſts pouring in, We are 
Carift-negatives by nature, till we bei, 
US] -Negarives by grace, F 
, We mult part with all the coun- |. 

fels. profitable and pleaſant hg Hp ry 
the worid witzour , yea, and of fici} 
and blood, which 1s the world with- 
1 us, All the luſts of natural and | 
carnal men rmault be rejected from $1- 
ying us counſel in this ſpiritual and 
heavenly matter, The Wor'id will 
Cie crois Counſels tg the word of ie * 

_ Crofts, 


j 


— 


—_—_— —— 


—— —— 


” —— 


7 ot 


Rs. 35- om 
Croſs, We muſt yield up our ſelves rg 
the ruſe of Chrilt, and word of his 


grace Aman muſt carry his Trade L 
Davias Way. Tj Teſtimonies are wy .-, | 
Counſelors , ſp: 3X109 to Tad, This TOs | | 
pear] we would b buy, _ not only be 5 | 

our riches voughr, tut our maſter,our f 
wifdom, or di. or. hos w to buy ic, Tom fam | 
ind keep it, We mall reſolve as the Ciriite, 
holy man did, 1 amrhine, O Chrift, fame | 
and thy wy fa ave me 25 thog wilt, qe 


- T j i (1 p I * hs So HS p 
Yea, bu: Th 5 1 $143ti De By: i (i:1% Cie 
wat x 


+7 
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b. md bl 
Merch2ni +. I 9 not. 25. 0ncrs Go, 

« = 1 bo IR - . -Y 

mind my pron: and adraniag? li cue | 

"i £ ; Þ 

world. as the reſt 210, | 


: 
N32 crafry, and 200 eartily a Mere 

cant, bur it will make the: 2 wig Perlor | 
and hoty m2rcoang for itt TRIS 18 OT Datura f 
r5 n?Siec & your Trade, but to Advance Es : | 


It, Sup: pnataral as of grace, and yy 
bang ru ed DV Laem » 3 Bot at ftroy Zo. 
our wits in natural c1199S 3nd civil, wee Tt), | 
but promore chem, raile iaem hi-her, hs | 
refute them better, Y Ph, | 
Goi itne(s my reach us to drivel x Scent 4 


food Trade , for ir hath grit gots "2 


l S) 
tz promiſes of this Life, an3 3t 
which js t9 come - you may E2ep f9p, 
C 3 : Yon | 
: — PE Fe * 
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you may have profit, you may and 
rault be diligent in your Callings,not- 
withſtanding the love of Chrilt. Chri- 
ftianity is no enemy fo good Husban- 
dry, ony it muſt have an influence in- 
£0 our husbandry, it muſt be obſerved 
before it, and ſet over it, If the Com» 
mandments of God be your Lex 2ey- 
catorid , it willteach you the way of 
moderate and honeſt gains, It will 
Euide you to take peace with peace of 
Conſcience, and fill your purſe with 
your right hand, to buy and fell to 
others, as you would have them do to 


NMat.7.1:, you, This ſhould be the Law of all 


men: for this is the Law and the Pro- 
fects, This 15 to follow Divine Coun- 
ſc}, ro be honeſt and very upright, ra- 
ther then to ſtrive to be very rich in 
tie world ; You ſee they that run very 
naſtily on to berich, earneftly, craf- 
tity , according to the manner of the 
world, they put out a great hand ro 
graſp much, but often God fills it not, 
Or, if their hand be full, it is not fan- 
Ciicd to them, they have Gods boun- 
ty , but want his bleſling : ir is not 


Pror.15.6. Iweet, ſafe, and ſound gains, Better 55 


li:tle with the fear of the Lord, then 
ne, greet 


__ 


= 1 


gr8.ft treaſure and trouble therewith Ard 
pþefides trouble of conſcience, the 
crouble of fifcnntent, and trouble of 
lofles and ſpolling , whica may attend 
jll-gotten wealth, as well as riches of 
righteouſneſs; there will be troubte e- 
nougÞ when they and God ſhall come 
to a fins) reckoning. And in this wa 
of making the Word of God your 
Counſeker ; ( for grece 15 both begun 
and advanced that way,)let me tei! you 
of one thing adhcres ro this leflon, a- 
void thoſe unprecious and cunning 
paths, for the iove of riches to be un- 
faithful and injurious by way ot ac- 
counts to your Co-partners, and heip- 
ful Correſpondents, The grace of 
Chrift is animared with truth and up- 
rightneſs, by that way ir bor? comes, 


continues,and increaſes beſt. Defraud- ZepR1.9, 
| I 

ing one another, makes the defrauded |, 
the jofer , but God the averger, Do g,. 


not think to make your ſe'ves 2 good 
harveſt, reaping ir out of the calamt- 


Lies of others, They that have bcen | 


faircbfui to vor inhen'thful correipon- 
denice, though beyond the Seas, be not 
unfaithful to them in finifter and 1) 8- 
ri0us Accounts ; you world not have 

C 4 fo 


A 
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fo done with your ſe] 
with Tt nem; FRY 111Je 2 
Ing | the pearl of trat?; | 

. We mult felt wa 6d part with 
21] our {ins for ever by unicigned re- 
pentagce, Petr 3 grow 1f Sea-water 
and chis peart «4piritoal grows in anc 
by the waters 55. god'y forrow. Ghrift 
&:3ce dwelt! int clean an waſh 4 
Room. W. mutt not exctange our 
las one for another , cor part with g 
greater degreent finning, for a leſs $0 


es,f0 not {9 deal 
1frauds fn ſeeks 


—— 


; 
fin more Cherlo Oz 11g "32-3 
Dur p:-Ttwith all, brantand root, in 
one day, Ang-not- on 'f 
foem, bar n2-t with th-m in cha! 
with an hoy 2 


, 
19, Caſting them ont as as aborminabde branch, 


P, + L L 
contr iry © Gur COMIO=E, CONETSTY 13 
}; HE, Oh ; 
t: ie beauty and worti of if's perr!| 


witch being pure and ſhining thou! 
not lie, nay cannot 2Þige in an he 
that is an vaclkean bas, We mu? par 
wi:hour fins, 45 we do with deroitahls 
5, tnings, with a Ger yore beree. Cir? 
rot 3 pearl or j wel 10 be WOTn, in 2 
* Swines ſ>cut; he was once a P22 
fcatter2d and laid | in a table, "oy Nc 
Wiutzſ0 no more, he vill have cor 
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munion only with the pure in heart] 


LEONIE in {in, and in theſe pearls, 


not "and LOgetner, EL! ery One 
as games the name cf Clirilt ſounds 
ly, 206 rightiy, devorts from iniquity; 
It Chriſt be v rilling to LIXe away the x9 
guItoflin, we have rea {on to reſolve 
ro [abour to rake away the power, and 
implore bis $ B' 'ace daily 9 help us, 


Lk v; 


' To feck to obtain this pearl , with 2 


purpeletoliveinourtins,'s 20 0 Pl- 
poſe. Chriit preaches fatvation, bur 
repentance deivore it, A Soodly and 
fair pear] hanoins actheears, fore- 
head, or neck,deſerves 2) havea clean 
Ce, 

a. We muſt part with our time, and 
ſell it away t9 raja the ble ſlings of 
Chritt. We are bid to red-cm our time, Ep), 5. 
and good reaſon, when by ſo doing we 

may get the pe acl of the Redeemer. 
Th-:re mult be a wife improvement of 

our time, a tithe paid co C Chrif trom 
time jn our Hops; 1 tithe f.om times 
of our ojexfures, ſome por tion of erch 
Cay to deat with Gd in the name of 
Chit, for tlie orace of Chrilt, We 
may keep our Trades, 3nd attend un- 
to the Word too , andnot count it out 

| of 
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of ſeaſon on 1 Shup-day. We may 
read and pray every d1v, and OCCaiid- 
naily hear the word on we? k days, and 
yet loſe nothing in our orainary Cal- 
lings by tr. Merchants above other 
Trades wiil have lefs excuſe, 25 being 
not in ſuch neceſibvry,as jower Callings, 

their calling nor bindios Loca to fuch 
continual atiendance 25s others , who 
have conſtant manual evP.oyments, or 
rmoreneceſi:iry  dependat © WDN9n Mar- 


'Tohn 20. Kets, T homzs ok 4 pezri , a Precious 


23, 25. 


fiohc of Chriit, by being ab ſent once 
from mectins of the py fciples, £O 
whom Chrift peared: heregained 1t 
by future carc in thar particular, 

5. We malt part with ail afhance, 
trult,and atiedion to any creature,yed 
the deareft, ts betow the Rtrengrh and 
vigour of 6:7 ſou's upon Jeſus <hritt, 
It Chrift be not better worth then all 
earcaly things, he 55 worth nothing, 
Nor, but tar we may uſe 687 Natura, 
love, civii ard friendly truſt in men, 
with whom we have rodo, For tove 


and trukt ar2 the bonds of civil feilow- 


ſ1p and communion, Yet our faith, 
Ch, love, muit ſo knit our Sagas res to 


— - 
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ur confeſſion, and cleaving to Chrif, 
_ when we cannot do them both, As 


when we are called to our beds and 
ſlzep, we put all our c'oath's and bra- 
very alide to £0 to our repoſe, We 
muit for{ake Father , Mother, Wife, 
Chitdren, Houſe, Lands, Sho?, all our 
Merchandize , nay, eur Life, we muſt 


' not hold it fo falt as our pear}, to con- 


feſs Chrift , and to be faithtu! unto 
thedeaths if we be called to the le- 
ſimony of Jeſus, And here is the 
luſtre, ard 1llaltrious brightneſs of 
this pear!, that it hath given radiati- 
ons, and beams of lightſom comiort 
1 and tothe ſouls of beiicyers, wan 
they have been {iript of ail for Coriſts 


ſake, The reprosch of Chriſt hath 


more contented them, then a!l the 
treaſures of the world could nave 


p _— - 


* 0. -. WWF ;: "0-0 


done. The 7ralian Martyr , from his Heb, It, 
naityz dungeen of the Leonie piifon, ets = 
writes his Letter as from a molt de- ,, .y,..;. | 
leRable Orchard,and Garden of pCc23- nsm tor | | 
ſure , for ſo he calls it. Many men es ts | | 
and women kave proved wiſe and tory 9 om; 
Merchants for Chrift, parting with | | 
all their SO0CQs and iivelyhood 1n the | | 
world, yea, ang lives t9>,70 keep oheir | 


"—— 
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p2arl of Faith DE confcſlion of-Cli:rit, 
and have turned Merchants into \ ar- 
tyrs, We know rot whether our fins 
and Gods wrata may not briag us for 
contempt of th2 Golpei of crace_. to 
a day of fore tryal, to pur our fairh 
and love to the fizry touchtone , ro 
ſhew wherher we cx9 part wich all for 
Chriſt , or no, inattormy day, who 
have prof<fſe 4 an! brag: 2d preat tÞjmgg 
Heb. '2.1 jn that kint ina fiir cay, Let us think 
of it, 214 be prepared tor 1t, remem- 
bring tre clond of w.tneſl-s , who 
have chaiked out the way to Heaven, 
nvt wita white, but with red, evyen 
' Fer, 2. Their own blond, though now they 
_ _walkinwhite, for they are-worth:, 
Letus 8 erghy Part iaid to this Mrs 
ter, the foreman and cook of Cho 
an Merchants, 4 Wo hfe (Lum ne) T cont 
K0t acdr uinto Pry {c: ; fo thi TI might fi- 
"Ta mh my conrie WETY 24, &c, ASI1n, when 
friends were ecrying, loch to part. ob- 
ng: o and Ing | him not TAR, 

Jor fo we cep- fi Fry mine beart > for 
, amreaay, not to be beuna only, but alfnts 

as 21.13, d 
re at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lov 
 Feſws, 

16 
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To give you furtherexamples of en2 
couragement in tis ſore adventure to 
keep your pear], as they at Sea ct all 
overboard co ſave their (hip and lives; 
I ſkall adjoyn a wiſe Chriſtian Adven- 
turer Or iwo. George Carpenter, 3 Mar- 
tyrin Bavaria, hav: NG It promiſed if) ng 
him, it be would £ecant, he ſhou! " protuing A: 
return {zfely to live with his wife and poptheg. 
children 3 he anſwered, &.y wife and vt. 
childien are fo dearly beloved of me, 
that they cannot be boug!t from me 
£ >: ail the riches and pullctions of the 
Dake of Bavaria; ytr ior the Love of 
my Lord God,l will wiliingly toriake 
them, Another of Teoxrzay in Fraxce, The nas 
called to recant the day Þctore his Calbarg, 
death, wich hope of pardon added, he Ma vr- 
faid, Burthat which you call pardon _ 


Goulart 
| ard freedom for my body , | call the at up. 


deſtruction and perdition of my foul : 

to me that am to aſſert the truth, e- 
ternal life is of more weight, then this 
fading and momentary life, The Lord 
gra at, \thatifwecometo ſo ſorea Mare 
ket for this pearl, we may have as ho- 
ly and conſtant hearts,3s5 theſe bieſlcd 
Servants , and Martyrs of Chriff, 
bolding fait our pearl, and then we 


hoid 
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hold fait 2 crown, hotter then a crown 

>» 3.11 Of p-arls, tat none can take 1t from 
us, 

Mes :i-5, | conciude all with this motire and 

"centive. by 01, lay out what ever 

4 Zod calls you to for this pearl : the 

1422018 of Coriſt and your ſouls , and 

te iviricual and eternal agvantage 

wiliredound to you, Will more then 

recompence you for ail you part wit! 

and forgo, Conlider but waat earth- 

ly things cot, which periih in the uſe, 

It they 1 che wor'd prize mean things 

oh ON iN COMPArion, 45 Peacocks , Parrets, 

Soar 5.1 APES; BRony' Ivory, and ſach far-ferch- 


. Dev. 30. Ed things . 5 inips paſs rhe vaſt apps 


12,13. mMEN £0 TNUraw great G3Ngers r0 brin 

Rom. i9. them : O bow ſhall we fin againtt gg 

*7:% ſon, ſou!, and Chriſt £00, 1{ We Wii} not 
tay for 'tO tBe belt of our tbaur, to ſeck 
his Kisnsom,ard the righteenſneſs teere- 
of? This we may beek and hnd at 
home, we need not crots the Seas, but 
croſs the i itreet, and $0 into the nexr 
Garden of Gods feryants, and meet 
with Chr; Ck. 2Mm9£S the Lulies, 
For it 13 not a the Sezs, thar we 
ſhou'd jay, Wio will fetch this pens 
for us * hy Chriſt ang his Word of 


Y Qreces 
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Brace is niph us, 3t 15 put to our 
mouths, eyes, ears , hearts, even the- 
werdot Faith which is p reached, This 

5 31 eterfal, incorrip pribe Pear Ver - 
ſting Merchancizs. Tat. great queſii- 
on 3t the laſt day wiibeior this, when 
all pears, gc and jexeis 1nthe worid 
eiſe are periliit initÞ: great Hame thar 


burat up the earth with the works 3 Pet 3.10 | 


thereof, Ti1s 1s the [amp and Oyl 
with ligar of the wiſe Virgins; 3[ the 
world will Fe j.ung fools withbur it, 
Grace of QC214\t js the IFOEOOY Sar 
Tani Or the | DIGSEN 2 A nd Dd & iclicd Gueits : 
tiiis 1S the £rve and curable weaith 
will make rich for ever. 

If ro be weaithy in a maſs of werid- 
iy riches for fomg few years men can 
fnd mo meature OF CAreing, make un- 


willingly ar night an end of wor king, N apus 


Nos Preti- 
and yet 411i comes to a poor CEnte:!t- gg; taber, 


ment,and (carty Line cf poſſeſiing,and cod 6- 
ulin 38: how far more worthily ſhonld ne haber 
we uſe 211 diligence to be poſleſt of fit 39015 


(upra pers 
the riches of the grace of Chr: it, $8. $- fi- 


enzIymentcs whereof zre with joy in po: ell eſſe 
de F and the comforts aredated with tre fine, 
end _ ps bs Hereafter Wiſe Ev75cr.un 


Parc: F ag 
Chriſtians r71ll find reaſon to bis the RL 
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£00] 
day in which they beartily heard t! 
report of Chriſts grace; bleſs God | 
the inſtrument was made effe&ual 
render grace and ſalvation to th 
when the. find all bleſſings and ble 
nefs in Chrift which will fully ta 
the ſonls and bodies of Saints it 
ven, witi all ſatisfying content;. 
for ever, eVermore, 


"Th p 3 
day in which they bekftily ecard the 
report of Chriſts grace; bleſs God for 
the inſtrument was made effe&ual to 
| tender grace and falvation to ther, 
© when the. find all bleſſings and bielſed- 
© | nefs in Chriſt which w il | tully take up 
F the ſouls and bodies of S2ints in hea- 
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